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Over the years I have
received hundreds of e-mails
and letters coneerning mold
and mildew problems in the
home.

Mold is a fungus with
more than 100,000 known
Species that can be found in
admost every environment on
the planet. In order to thrive,
molds require a food source,
& water source and the right
lemperature.

Molds can be found on eel-
lulose materials such as dry-
wall, insulation and paper
products, on elothing, leather
finished and unfinished
wood products, food, plants.
el

According to a recent pub-
lication from METS
Laboratories, “Molds can be
found throughout the house,
but are commonly found
Where there is moisture,
sach as in the bathroom.
Mold growth can often be
ecen in the form of discal-
aration and can be many col-
ors: white, orange, pink, blue,
green, black or brown. When
molds are present in large
guantities (called colonies).
they become a health con-
cern.”
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In some instances, it has
been neceszary to rémove
the wall boarding, floor cov-
ering and all personal
belongings from the home.

Whatever is removed from
8 contaminated building
should stay outside.

Mold spores carried on
your clothing and other per-
sonal belongings can even
follow vou from Douse to

When dealing with it, first
make sure you stop the
water leak to the basement
or through the roof, Add a
dehumidifier to damp rooms,
turn the heat up in the win-
ter and open doors to rooms
no longer used, These things
will lower the moisture in
the air that feeds molds,

You likely will need to
insulate the attic and walls,
vent all appliances with a
vent to the exterior, use bath
and kitchen fans and clean
the fish tank in |
under the refrigerator Watch
for mold spores, too, on
houseplants and in potting
soils.

Heating and ecooling ducts
should be cleaned, sealed
and insulated and checked
annually for leaks,

What do you need to do if
ou see mold or sus

ind drain panp




