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‘Home inspections pay
off in the long run

Wondering why you need a pre-
purchase home inspection? It's a
no-brainer.

“It’s far better to pay a few hun-
dred dollars on a professional
home inspection than to risk pay-
ing thousands to repair defects
later,” says Richard Roll, president
of American Homeowners Asso-
ciation (AHA). “Homebuyers just
need to be careful about choos-
ing an inspector and reading the
inspection report.”

More than three-quarters of
homebuyers now rely on a pre-
purchase inspection to reveal
homes, according to surveys by
the National Association of Real-
tors(r) and American Society of
Home Inspectors (ASHI).

Every inspection should cover
all the major systems at a mini-
mum, including plumbing, heat-
ing. and cooling; the structural
conditions, including the roof; and
the electrical system.

But is a home inspection infal-
lible? Dhoes it guarantee your home
is a model of perfection? Obvi-
ously not,

A home inspection is based on
a visual assessment. Assuming that
the inspector is well-qualified,
even the most thorough inspec-
tion won't reveal hidden condi-
tions or defects that are not appar-
ent to the naked eye.

‘What might escape the notice of

a home inspector?

Perhaps you make your final
walk-through during a heavy rain-
fall, for example, and a leak that
wasn't apparent during the home
inspection suddenly appears.

Despite the vagaries and pitfalls
of standard home inspections,
homebuyers can reduce their risk
by actively seeking out well-qual-
ified home inspectors who are
trained and experienced in spot-
ting problems.

First of all, find owt how long
they have been in business {sever-
al years, hopefully) and then ask
the local Better Business Bureau if
there is a complaint record on the
individual or company.

If the record is clean, get at least
three customer references and call
them.

Finally, ask if they carry errors
and omissions insurance.

When you receive the inspec-
tion report, make sure you actually
read it. Is the information
explained clearly and completely?

If you don't understand some-
thing, get your inspector to
explain it. Don’t let unresolved
questions come back to haunt you
on moving day.

For more information on any
aspect of buying or owning a
home, go to www.realhome.com
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